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Why do professional use a 
seal to authenticate official 
documents/drawings?
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Sealing & Signing a Paper Document

Paper documents must meet 4 guiding principles to be 
considered official.

1) Identity & Authorization: Seal confirms identity of 
trusted issuer, unique identifier (member number), 
professional designation, personal identity.

2) Authenticity: Professional’s signature confirms the 
authenticity that it is associated with the identity 
of seal.

3) Integrity: By sealing and signing, the integrity of 
the document is confirmed and dated to a 
particular moment in time.

4) Longevity: Paper selected for ease of use and long 
term archiving. 
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It can’t happen to me?

• Fraudulent use of seal

• Identity theft

• Growing concerns for Professional Associations (landscape architects, 
architects,engineers, etc)



What is a signature?
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What is a Signature?

Signature

Permanent marks bonded 
to static documents that 

are traceable, exclusive and 
personal to individuals. 

They constitute evidence of 
implicit or explicit intent. 

Permanent – Binding –
Static Traceable –
Exclusive – Intent

Electronic Signature

Signatures in the electronic
medium. They cover a vast 
array of use cases and are 

of varying reliability.

Digital Signature

Electronic signatures in 
which reliability 

characteristics have been 
reinforced with 

cryptography to augment 
document reliability.



Spectrum of  
Electronic & Digital 
Signatures
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Spectrum of Electronic & Digital Signatures

Image of a manuscript 
signature

Adobe Self-Sign 
Certificate

E-signature 
Platform

Email signature 
block

Digital Signature 
«FICAM LOA 2 or 3» 

(USA)
«secure electronic

signature» (Canada)
« qualified electronic
signature » (Europe) 

Robert D.
Chief Administrative 
Officer
City of Montreal
www.cityofmtl.com
Bur. : 1-800-123-4567
robert.d@cityofmtl.com

Robert D.

Higher Legal Value / Higher Legal Reliability

BCSLA,AALA and 
MALA Digital Seal

http://www.cityofmtl.com/
mailto:robert.d@cityofmtl.com
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjb5MuH9fPXAhWlkeAKHW1ZD5kQjRwIBw&url=https://www.esignlive.com/landings/free-trial/&psig=AOvVaw3iszfzW69libF4vN1DYJfI&ust=1512599138774813


“Are Digital Signatures 
legal in Canada?”
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Legal perspective

E-commerce legislation throught out Canada since 2000.
• Principle of functional equivalence and technological neutrality
• Recognition of the legal validity of electronic documents

Both BC and Alberta Electronic Transaction Act states: “Information or a record to which this Act applies must 
not be denied legal effect or enforceability solely by reason that it is in electronic form.”*

We can also read in both Acts : “If there is a requirement under law for the signature of a person, that 
requirement is satisfied by an electronic signature.”* 

Manitoba  Electronic Commerce and Information Act has a similar wording for those 2 principles, see section 
11 and 13;

Electronic signatures are recognized as a valid means of expressing consent and
signing documents, to the extent that the integrity of the signed document can be
established.
* Subject to exceptions



Document reliability
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4 key attributes

Documents produced by Landscape Architects require a high degree of reliability
— even if the technologies used to sign, or its provider, no longer exists

— even if the audit log cannot be found

Never compromise reliability

Identity

Identity + employer or 
professional status

Integrity

Protects against unauthorized 
changes

Authenticity

Proof of identity and integrity 
embedded in document

Longevity

Readable and valid
for decades



What does a PDF look 
like, if  digitally signed?
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What Does a Digitally Sealed/Signed PDF Look Like?

DIGITALLY SEALED DOCUMENT
CANNOT BE ALTERED WITHOUT LEAVING A TRACE

SAME TECHNOLOGY AS BANKING SOLUTIONS



16

What Does a Digitally Sealed/Signed PDF Look Like?

DIGITALLY SEALED DOCUMENT
CANNOT BE ALTERED WITHOUT A TRACE

SAME TECHNOLOGY AS BANKING SOLUTIONS
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Trust and Validation

Certificate details In the example AALA/BCSLA/MALA Digital Seal

UID ( User ID) 1234 + Marc St-Jacques + 
marc.stjacques@notarius.com

Landscape Architect’s Member 
number + email

CN (common Name) Marc St-Jacques Landscape Architect’s Name

OU (Issuer) Notarius AALA/BCSLA/MALA

O (product name) CertifiO for Employee CertifiO for professional 

C (roots) Certificate Authority Certificate Authority
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Digitally signing a portfolio??

PDF/A-3 ISO standard

The PDF/A-3 standards allow for embedding of files of any type, within a PDF. Our Software ConsignO 
Desktop allow for the creation of a PDF/A-3.

It is done by converting a document to a PDF/A-3 and then adding the attachments to the document. 
The whole can be digitally signed.

…BIM MODELS , AUTOCAD, AUTODESK REVIT, EXCEL SPREADSHEETS, 
IMAGES, VIDEOS, etc…



What does a modified 
PDF look like, if  digitally 
signed?
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Digitally Signed PDF That Was Tampered
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Digitally Signed PDF That Was Tampered
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Digitally Signed PDF That Was Tampered



Why Notarius?
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The Big Picture

Governments

Agencies and 
Municipalities

Partner 
Association

Key Users

A sustainable digital professional
ecosystem consists of 3 key 
participants:
1. Trusted issuer: Association
2. Users: Professionals
3. Recognition: Client acceptance 

and reliance

They establish competency profiles, control 
admission to the profession and ensures 
members remain competent. They control 
the issuance of digital seals and signatures 
needed by professionals.

Key enablers to digital transformation, they are  
the one’s receiving / consuming / approving / 
relying on digitally signed and sealed documents 
on a daily basis.

Firms that thrive in finding new 
ways to be efficient. precursors of a 
constantly evolving practice, 
keeping pace with technology and 
client’s needs. 
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Founded in 1996

Governments

Municipalities

Professionals Associations

- Non-profit, turned corporate in 1998

- Certified ISO 9001 & 27001 

- PDF Association & AATL Member

- Using PDF/A – ISO standard 19005

- 34 partnerships within 12 professions

- Recognized by government entities throughout the 
country
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Our Journey

1996 1998

1st associations:
Qc Notaries

& Land 
Surveyors

2005

Qc Engineers
& Appraisers

20+ Assoc.
Coast to Coast

2007 2012 2013

BC Engineers
& Architects.

Canadian 
Appraisers

25+ partners
Associations

20172015

Certification

Authority

2000

Qc Land 
Registry

Mandatory
for Qc Hydro
& Transport

Alberta
Land 

Registry

2014

34+ partners 
Associations

2018

eIDAS
compliant
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Our Partners
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Our Solutions

Identity Productivity Validity



How much does it save?
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Cost of Status Quo

Printing – Signing – Scanning is an outdated approach to document management.

• Expensive to print

• Extensive manipulation to complete sealing workflow

• Time consuming to scan

• Loss of quality if scanned multiple times

• Gigantic file sizes rendered by scanning paper
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ROI Of Digital Transformation

Task Paper 
authentication

Digital 
authentication

Create $$$ $

Sign $ $

Scan $$$

Shipping $$$ $

Archive $$$ $

Quality

Cost $$$ $

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ (16) $$$$$ (5)

On average, a signer 
can save over $1000 
per year/per person

On average, a signer can 
expect to save 16 hours 
of work per year/per 
person



How much does it cost?
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How to Subscribe & Pricing

Sign Up (One-Time)

$140**

$0

FREE W/SUBSCRIPTION

Subscription (Yearly)

$185

$75 *

FREE W/SUBSCRIPTION

https://notarius.com/AALA

* Landscape Architects who 
have already subscribed to a 
Digital Signature which was 
approved in another 
jurisdiction or by another 
Professional association in the 
same jurisdiction
** 90 days promo at launch 
:40$

https://notarius.com/BCSLA

https://notarius.com/MALA (soon to be
launched)

https://notarius.com/MALA


What’s next?
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Digital Signature Suscription process

Step 2 Step 4Step 3Step 1

Landscape Architect
fills out subscription form 

notarius.com/aala
notarius.com/bcsla
notarius.com/mala

Notarius IVA

Landscape Architect Landscape Architect

Landscape Architect
plans Face to Face ID 

verification

Association 
Affiliation 

Verification Agent 
(AVA)

Association validates Landscape 
Architect  credentials against the 

Membership Database

Landscape Architect

After Association’s approval,
Landscape Architect

must activate CertifiO digital signature
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Need Help?

Notarius presently services a large community of users from coast to coast. As such, our 
digital signature services include a variety of training tools and assistance, free of charge.

• Documentation: https://notarius.com/en/resources
• Help/FAQ Section: https://notarius.com/help
• ConsignO Desktop Training Videos: https://notarius.com/videos
• ConsignO Desktop User Guide: https://notarius.com/guide
• Live Webinar every week: https://notarius.com/webinars
• Support via Email: support@notarius.com
• Support via Phone: 1-855-505-7272
• Online Chat Service. https://notarius.com

Notarius 
Customer Care

https://notarius.com/en/resources
https://notarius.com/help/
https://notarius.com/videos
https://notarius.com/guide
https://notarius.com/en/help/kb/webinars/
mailto:support@notarius.com
https://notarius.com/


Notarius

Questions?

Nada Belhadfa

nada.belhadfa@notarius.com

1 888 588-0011, ext. 1276

mailto:nada.belhadfa@notarius.com

