PATHWAYS TO LICENSURE
Applying for Registration in the BCSLA

Applications to the BC Society of
Landscape Architects are accepted in the
following five categories:
•
•
•
•
•

BCSLA Student
BCSLA Pre-Intern-Associate
BCSLA Intern
BCSLA Landscape Architect
BCSLA Registered Landscape Architect

This webinar offers an overview of
the application procedure for North
American and International
applicants.

BCSLA STUDENT
• Student applicants must be registered
in an accredited post-secondary Landscape
Architecture program of study.
• Students gain access to BCSLA resources
and support.
• Student applicants join for free

BCSLA Pre-Intern-Associate
The BCSLA Pre-Intern-Associate is in the process of
qualifying as an intern and has one or all of the
following:
• less than six years work experience in Landscape
Architecture; or
• a degree in an allied discipline, or
• employment in a related field.
The pre-intern-associate can access BCSLA resources and support
while working towards qualifying to apply as a BCSLA Intern.

BCSLA Intern
To apply to become an intern, a candidate will have:
• an undergraduate or master's degree in landscape
architecture from an accredited university program, or
• six-years experience in the field of landscape architecture, or
• an equivalent combination of experience and education in an
allied discipline.

BCSLA Intern (continued)
Before becoming a Registered Landscape Architect, an intern must:
• work under the supervision of a Qualified Mentor for two years,
• pass the four-part Landscape Architect Registration Examination
(LARE),
• pass an oral exam.
In accordance with BCSLA Bylaws, “Qualified Mentor” means a Registered Landscape
Architect, Landscape Architect, or other allied professional with experience, qualifications
and knowledge in the area they are mentoring. Intern to seek employment that will provide
the required scope of experience under the guidance of a "Qualified Mentor".

Landscape Architect
A non-registered landscape architect may work
• in a management, policy, administrative, or
coordinating role; or
• in teaching and research as a faculty member,
lecturer, or writer.
Note: Landscape Architects cannot stamp drawings
unless they become registered.

BCSLA Registered
Landscape Architect
A Registered Landscape Architect from a
Regulatory Agency outside the Province of British
Columbia must pass an oral exam demonstrating
knowledge of the applicable British Columbia laws
and conditions of practice governing the profession
of Landscape Architecture in BC.

Use of title:
“Registered Landscape Architect” and "Landscape Architect"
Practicing as a Professional in British Columbia

»

4.

Every person who is a Registered Member in good standing of the Society is
entitled to use the designation "Registered Landscape Architect"; no person
who is not a Member in good standing of the Society may assume or use that
designation in any manner or represent that he or she is entitled to do so.

5.

A Landscape Architect must apply to the Board to use the title "Registered
Landscape Architect" or "Landscape Architect" or; "Landscape Architects" or
"Landscape Architecture" in a firm or company name registered in British
Columbia for a landscape architecture practice employing one or more
Landscape Architects. The Board may allow such use of the title, subject to a
written agreement of terms and conditions set by the Board, and duly entered
into by the Landscape Architect. Use of the title by the subject firm or company
may continue only on strict compliance with the terms and conditions of such
agreement.

6.

The Registrar will provide each Registered Landscape Architect
professional stamp or seal, the impression of which will contain,

with

a

(a)the name of the Registered Landscape Architect;
(b)the designation "Registered Member, British Columbia Society of Landscape
Architects", and;
(c)the registration number of the Registered Landscape Architect, from the
Registrar of Members.
From BCSLA Bylaws--ADOPTED:
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How to Apply Online
Select one of the five
categories for your initial
application.
Voting Members: Registered Landscape Architects,
Landscape Architects, Retired, Inactive
Non-voting Associates: Interns, Pre-intern-Associates,
Students

From the homepage of BCSLA’s website, click on “Member Log in”
located at the top-right or enter https://www.bcsla.org/user/ in the
address bar on the screen.

On the “sign up” page, follow the prompts to create a secure
account. Provide information and confirm email.

If you are from within North America, use the guide "The Road to Registration”.
This flowchart outlines the application process for those who will seek to qualify for the
oral exam in British Columbia as interns, as senior practitioners, or through reciprocity.
THE ROAD TO REGISTRATION
NOTE:The information below applies to British Columbia only. Entry standards vary from one jurisdiction to another.
The British Columbia Society of Landscape Architects (BCSLA) regulates the profession of landscape architecture according to provincial
statute. To become a Member of the BCSLA, you must successfully complete an oral exam conducted by the provincially appointed Board of
Examiners. There are two methods to qualify for the exam: a) Internship (for those who have applicable education and/or employment related
to landscape architecture) or b) Reciprocity (for those who are registered as landscape architects in good standing in another jurisdiction recognized by the Board of Directors and have been so for l0 or more years, or are CLARB certified). The process for Internship starts below at
step la, b, or c, depending upon the Applicant's education and/or experience. Applicants who qualify for Reciprocity can go directly to step 6.

1a) Applicant has a degree in
Landscape Architecture from a
university program recognized
by the Board of Directors.

OR

1b ) Applicant has six years of
documented experience related
to landscape architecture as
approved by the Board of
Directors.

OR

1c) Applicant has a degree in
an allied field with documented
experience related to landscape
architecture as approved by the
Board of Directors.

2) Applicant applies for BCSLA Intern status to the Credentials Committee stating their educational
and/or experiential qualifications.

3) Credentials Committee forwards accepted application to the Board of Directors.

4) Board of Directors approves application for BCSLA Intern status and Registrar invites Applicant to begin writing the

Applicants from a jurisdiction outside Canada or the USA should refer to
the guide: Bridge to Licensure: A Step-by-Step Guide for
Internationally trained Professionals. This informative guide is
specifically helpful to international applicants.
Step by Step Guide to
Licensure
The guide is designed for those who
are internationally trained. It
provides information on how to
become registered in BC. Visit our
multilingual licensure page for more
details.

Complete the Competency Based “Licensure Self-Assessment Tool”

Then see flowchart:
“Bridge to Registration”

Demand for Landscape Architects
The demand for landscape architects parallels the
busy development in BC. The scope of their work
includes the “green technology” now at the forefront of
society.

Application Review
Check that your application forms are complete and all
supporting documents are ready to be submitted.
Once complete, the applications are sent in confidence to
the BCSLA Credentials Committee for review.
• The BCSLA Credentials Committee serves to review the details submitted by
each applicant via on-line web portal.
• The Committee recommends applicants to the Board of Directors based on the
established criteria for each category of applicant.
• The Board’s final decision is communicated by BCSLA staff to each applicant.

An optional
survey to support
our diversity
initiative may be
completed before
you sign out.
Select the
appropriate form
for your
application
category from the
drop-down menu
to begin the
survey.

The application requires several
supporting documents. Use the
“save draft” feature to return later
and complete your application
when supporting documents are
received.

THANK YOU
www.bcsla.org
Phone: 604-682-5610

